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toxicity diminished one-third ; (4) the urine contained 
acetone, but no trace of oxybutyric acid, no more than 
the blood. 

According to the opinion of the authors, diabetic 
coma is the result of the retention in the system of sub¬ 
stances, resulting from the incomplete combustion of 
glucose. The real product of this incomplete combustion 
would seem to be an acid, oxybutyric, diacetic or other 
similar ones not yet isolated, which diminishes the alka¬ 
linity of the blood and allows the development of tox¬ 
aemia. 

The practical conclusions to be drawn from the theory 
are concerning the treatment of diabetes by the adminis¬ 
tration of alkalies in large doses. Experience, however, 
has shown that the administration of bicarbonate of soda 
by the stomach is attended by very little, if any, im¬ 
provement. 

Notwithstanding Lepuie’s failures with intravenous 
administration of bicarbonate of soda in diabetes, the 
authors think it is a more rational method than adminis¬ 
tration by the mouth, and is deserving of trial. J. C. 

Muscular Atrophy occurring early in Cases 
of Hemiplegia .—Dr. Pietro Guizzetti makes a very 
able contribution on the two subjects in the April num¬ 
ber of the Rivista Sperinicntalc Di Frcniatria edi Mcdicina 
Legale, and concludes as follows : 

1. Muscular atrophy, occurring early in cases of hemi¬ 
plegia, are dependent upon alterations in the anterior 
gray horns of the paralyzed side. 

2. In the cases which I have examined, the muscular 
atrophy was more of a degenerative nature. 

3. In these same cases I was not able to exclude the 
existence of some trophic cortical influence, but this 
would be exerted upon the anterior gray horns and not 
directly upon the muscles. 

4. In cases of late muscular atrophy, occurring in 
hemiplegia dependent upon lesions in the anterior gray 
horns, where the alterations of the ganglion cells are so 
slight as to be unnoticed, permit one to believe that the 
atrophy is of cerebral origin. 

Upon the existence of a permanent slow pulse, the 
author believes that it depends upon some disturbances 
in the medulla, and that such disturbances are purely 
dynamical and probably primitive. W. C. K. 

The Visual Field in Cases of Cretinism. —Dr. 
Ottolenghi communicates to the Royal Academy of 
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Medicine of Turin his results in the examination of 
thirty cases of cretinism. He found the visual field re¬ 
stricted, especially externally and superiorly. Acuteness 
of vision was, however, normal in the majority of cases. 
With the exception of three cases the fundus of the eyes 
was normal. Giornale della R. Accad. di Torino. 

W. C. K. 

A St udy of Losophan .—In a thesis by Felix Des- 
cottes, presented at the Paris Faculty of Medicine on 
March 23, 1893, the author formulates the following con¬ 
clusions : In the treatment of leg ulcers, Losophan acted 
quite as well as any of the medicaments customarily 
employed in this condition. 

In primary lesions of a syphilitic character, Losophan 
had a very beneficial action, and determined a rapid 
cicatrization of chancre, though employed to the exclu¬ 
sion of general constitutional treatment. The curative 
effects of Losophan were especially manifested in simple 
chancre or soft chancre. Patients suffering from folli¬ 
culitis and eczema, although not always completely cured 
under treatment by Losophan, experienced in all cases a 
great amelioration of the condition. In circumscribed 
lichen simplex, Losophan successfully cured the dis¬ 
agreeable and often painful pruritus, which almost 
always accompanies this malady. In prurigo with obsti¬ 
nate pruritus the same beneficent result was obtained. 
In the estimation of the author these results are sufficient 
to enable us to classify Losophan among the most effi¬ 
cient of our remedies for skin diseases, and fully justify 
the decision that he has made a useful research in a very 
important field of medicine. Dr. Descottes employed 
Losophan in much stronger mixtures than those cited by 
other authors, and never noted any irritation of the skin. 
He used eight per cent., ten per cent., and sometimes 
twenty per cent, ointments, and occasionally the pure 
powder. Saalfeld used but one to two percent, ointments 
or solutions. Descottes was successful in some condi¬ 
tions which had not heretofore responded promptly to 
Losophan. 



